Life Through Cinema 157 — 7™ OCTOBER 2015

London Georgian Film Festival

THURSDAY 15T OF OCTOBER RECENT STREET CINEMA

7.00pm

INVISIBLE SPACES Ukhilavi sivrtseebi/Dea Kulumbegashvili/ 2014 with Nino Shengelaia,
Mariam Dzidzikashvili and Rati Oneli/10 min/USA Georgia. Winner of the Best International Short Film
Award at the Rome Independent Film Festival (RIFF) UK PREMIERE

Invisible Spaces is an intimate glimpse into the daily life of a patriarchal family. In this
minimalist drama a calm morning begins to unravel as hidden tensions emerge. It is the first

film to be selected at the Cannes film festival since Georgia’s independence




TANGERINES Mandariinid /Zaza Urushadze/2013 with Lembit Ulfsak, Giorgi Nakashidze and

Elmo Nuganen/87 min/ Estonia Georgia. Nominated for the Academy Awards 2015 and the Golden
Globes in the Best Foreign Language Film category.

Set during the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1992, Tangerines is the story of an aging
Estonian man who has remained in Georgia despite the war to harvest his Tangerine crop.
During a local crossfire, two wounded soldiers from opposite sides are left behind and the
Estonian takes them both in... Zaza Urushadze is one of Georgia’s leading new directors and
his film THREE HOUSES was shown in the 2010 London Georgian Film Festival.

Q&A WITH ZAZA URUSHADZE

RECEPTION IN THE FYVIE HALL 9.00pm Sponsored by British Georgian Society
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FRIDAY 2N OF OCTOBER RECENT STREET CINEMA

6.00 pm

IN BLOOM Grzeli nateli dgeebi/ Nana Ekvtimishvili and Simon Gross/2013 with Lika
Babluani, Mariam Bokeria and Zurab Gogaladze/102 mins

Natia and Eka are 14 and growing up fast in 1992 in Tbilisi as civil war rages after the
collapse of the Soviet Union. But the problems of disillusioned love, early marriage and
oppressive male dominance will suddenly be thrown into sharp relief when one of the girls
is given a gun...A thrilling, moving and engrossing drama, inspired by Nana's personal
memories of her youth in the troubled early 1990s in Georgia.

SKYPE Q&A WITH NANA EKVTIMISHVILI AND SIMON GROSS

8.30 PM
Georgian KULTURFILMS

YOU MUST REAP AS YOU HAVE SOWN 1930/Kota Mikaberidze and Vasili Dolenko
TEN MINUTES IN THE MORNING 1931/ Alegsandre Jaliashvili
COLLECTIVE FARMER’ S HYGIENE 1934/ Vakhtang Shvelidze

These 3 short films, previously screened at MoMA in “Discovering Georgian film” (2014)
series, and before that at the Giornate del Cinema Muto in Italy (2013) undoubtedly place
themselves in the context of German Kulturfilm. Short documentaries that helped “educate”
and to a certain extend control public opinion. These films, funded by the Soviet State, are
dedicated to encouraging the mechanization of labour; as well as promoting a culture of
exercise and health.

WITH LIVE MUSIC FROM RESO AND GIORGI KIKNANDZE






SATURDAY 3RP OF OCTOBER RECENT STREET CINEMA

12.15 pm

THE VILLAGE Tskhra mtas ikit/ Levan Tutberidze/ 2014 with Crystal Bennett, Tornike
Bzavia and Mikheil Gomiashvili/120 mins/ GEORGIA. UK PREMIERE

Amy, a young British photographer travels to a remote Georgian village in the Caucasus
mountains with her ethnographer boyfriend in the hope of rekindling their relationship.

Q&A with Levan Tutberidze, Gia Bazgadze (producer),
Aka Morchiladze (screenplay) and Crystal Bennett (actress)



3.15 pm

LINE OF CREDIT Kreditis limiti/ Salome Alexi/2014 with Nino Kasradze, Zanda loseliani and
Ana Kacheishvili/85 mins/ Georgia. Premiered at 715t Biennale di Venezia 2014

Nino, in her 40’s, led a comfortable life in the Soviet Union and is now struggling to adapt to
the changes. Like many of her generation she decides to get a mortgage loan at high interest,
and slowly becomes trapped in a vicious circle of debt. Salome’s short film FELICITA was
shown in the 2010 London Georgian Film Festival.

Q&A WITH SALOME ALEXI



5.30pm
OGASAVARA Tato Kotetishvili/2015/15mins/GEORGIA/Short

Murad and Masha decide to get married, but before achieving the goal, life has some
unbelievable and sad stories in store for them.

BLIND DATES Shemtkhveviti paemnebi/Levan Koguashvili/ 2013 with Andro Sakhvarelidze,
[a Sukhitashvili, Archil Kikodze and Kakhi Kavsadze /99 mins/GEORGIA

Sandro is a forty something year old teacher who lives with his parents in Tbilisi. Despite his
best friend’s attempts to organise blind dates for the two of them, Sandro remains tragically
unlucky in love. That is until, on a day trip to the Black sea, he meets Manana, in the rain.
Levan Koguashvilli is one of Georgia’s leading film directors and his first feature STREET
DAYS opened the 2010 Film Festival.

Q&A WITH LEVAN KOGUASHVILI AND TATO KOTETISHVILI (CAMERAMAN)







8.15PM

CORN ISLAND Simindis kundzili/ George Ovashvili/2014 with Illyas Salman, Mariam
Buturishvili and Irakli Samushia/ 100 mins/Georgia/ shortlisted for 87t Academy awards in the Best
Foreign Language Film Category.

In this almost wordless fable, an aging peasant and his granddaughter move onto a tiny
island on the Inguri river. The story spans a single harvest season as they toil away at the
soil. Georgian and Abkhazian soldiers lurk on the banks staring hungrily at the young girl
and reminding them of the dangers of cultivating in a no-man’s land. "An astonishing feat of
cinema ... virtually no dialogue and the simplest of settings... Ovashvili crafts a haunting
portrait of a place where present-day political conflict and centuries-old survival collide. ...this
worthy Karlovy Vary fest winner rewards with an unparalleled big screen experience." Variety
July 2014.

George Ovashvili is one of Georgia's most interesting emerging talents and his first feature THE OTHER
BANK was another very powerful film which had great success in the international festival circuit and
was the closing film in the 2010 London Georgian Film Festival.
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Q&A WITH GEORGE OVASHVILI

SUNDAY 4T OF OCTOBER RECENT STREET CINEMA

12.00 Noon

FIRST SWALLOWS Pirveli mertskhali 1975/ Nana Mchedlidze with Dodo Abashidze, Ipolite
Khvichia and Guram Lortkipanidze/73 mins/Georgia

A delightful film set in the early 20t Century, recounting the story of the first Georgian
football team formed in Poti, West Georgia.




1.40 pm
MASTERCLASS STEFAN TOLZ, documentary filmmaker

Stefan Tolz in discussion with Jason Osborn with extracts of Tolz’s Georgian Trilogy.

Followed by a screening of Full Speed Westward ((Vollgas Gen Westen)/Stefan Tolz/2012 with
Mikhail Saakaskvili and Bidzina Ivanishvili /documentary/92 mins/GEORGIA

Georgia has long been a second home for documentary German filmmaker Stefan Tolz. He
first arrived in Thilisi 25 years ago as the first Western student at Georgia's Film school. He
witnessed how the Soviet Union fell apart and over the years has put together a number of
documentaries about the Caucasus that have gained international recognition. He will join
the London Georgian Film Festival director Jason Osborn to talk about Georgia over the last
quarter of a century and his experience in making films there. Clips will be shown from his
films that make up his Georgian Trilogy - Caucasian Banquet (Kaukasisches GastMahl) 1993
and On The Edge Of Time (Am Rande Der Zeit) 2001. Following the discussion there will be a
screening of FULL SPEED WESTWARD. In October 2011 Georgia's richest man, billionaire
Bidzinia Ivanishvili announced that he would enter politics for two years. His aim was to
become Prime Minister and to oust President Saakashvili from power. The film is an
intimate portrait of Georgia and at the same time a metaphor for any country, where the
dream of becoming part of the Western World has triggered different forces in society to
fight for the future. The story is told as a road movie, from the driving seat of Tolz's 40-year
old Russian Volga 21 - a symbol of nostalgia for a time when the pace of life and its values
were quite different.




4.20 pm

DON’T BREATHE 1La faille/N1no Kirtadze/ 2014 with Levan Murtazashvili and Irma
Inaridze/86 min/Documentary/France LONDON PREMIERE

Don’t Breath follows middle-aged Levan as he descends into a spiral of fear and paranoia
after a routine medical examination. His family and friends, transformed into an informal
advisory council, gather in the yard to suggest a wide array of magical and medical
specialists. European Academy-award-winning director Nino Kirtadze is a leading
documentary filmmaker who has also won the Sundance World Cinema Best Director prize.
Her film SOMETHING ABOUT GEORGIA was shown in the 2010 London Georgian Film

Festival.
o




Q&A WITH NINO KIRTADZE

6.40 pm
GEORGIAN LITERATURE IN FILM

A panel discussion with:

Aka Morchiladze, writer and literary historian whose book A Trip to Karabakh was made
into a film in 2005.

Donald Rayfield, leading Georgian scholar, writer and translator of Georgian novels, plays
and poetry.

Lyn Coffin, an American poet, fiction writer, playwright and translator who first went to
Georgia in 2011. She has translated a number of modern Georgian authors and her most
recent and greatest contribution is a new translation of Rustaveli's Knight in a Panther’s Skin
(2015), the first using the ‘shairi’ quatrains published by Poezia Press.




8.00pm
MASTERCLASS: OTAR IOSSELIANI IN CONVERSATION WITH DEREK MALCOLM

The great Georgian filmmaker Otar losseliani will discuss his work with leading film critic and
historian Derek Malcolm. Followed by a screening of Part 1 of [osseliani’s documentary about
Georgian history and culture.

ALONE, GEORGIA seule, Géorgie/Otar losseliani/1994/90 mins/Part 1 Prelude/France

The history of the former Soviet republic told through images of landscapes, artwork, the
civil war and clips from Georgian films.

MONDAY 5T OF OCTOBER RECENT STREET CINEMA

6.00PM
THE WAKE MAN Tornike Bziava/2015/28mins/GEORGIA

A poor old man attends the funeral feasts, kelekhis, that he reads about in the newspaper obituaries but
this potentially sad situation has some amusing and light-hearted results.




I’'M BESO Me var Beso/LaSha Tskvitinidze/2014 with Tsotne Barbakadze, Soso Tarkashvili
and Zaza Salia/90 mins/ Georgia UK PREMIERE

In this debut feature fim, 14 year old Beso is growing up in a desolate provincial Georgian
town. At home, his father is handicapped, his mother is the breadwinner and his brother is a
homosexual dance teacher. Beso and his friend Beka spend most of their time roaming the
countryside and dreaming of escape.
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Beso with the director Lasha ékvitinidi) |

TORNIKE BZIAVA AND LASHA TSKVITINIDZE WILL INTRODUCE THEIR FILMS



8.30PM

BRIDES Ppatardzlebi/Tinatin Kajrishvili/ 2014 with Mari Kitia, Giorgi Maskharashvili and Giorgi
Makharadze/94 mins/ Georgia, France

Brides is the story of Nutsa, a Thilisi seamstress whith two children who’s boyfriend is
serving a ten year sentence in jail. When wives are suddenly given monthly visiting rights,
they marry in a bleak bureaucratic prison ceremony. Nutsa then attempts to lead a monthly
family life through a thick plane of glass. Tinatin Kajrishvili's (pictured last) strong first
feature won a prize at it's world premiere at the 64th Berlin International Film festival.

Q&A WITH TINATIN KAJRISHVILI



TUESDAY 6™ OF OCTOBER RECENT STREET CINEMA

6.00PM
MASTERCLASS: MOHSEN MAKHMALBAF TALKS TO DEREK MALCOLM

Makhmalbaf's latest film The Presidesent, was shot in Georgia with Georgian actors. The
leading Iranian director will talk about filming in Georgia and his work generally. Mohsen
Makhmalbaf is a major figure in Iranian cinema, a filmmaker, writer, producer and human
right activist. He has made more than 20 feature films and won some 50 awards and been on
the jury in more than 15 major film festivals. His film Kandahar (2001) was chosen as one of
the best 100 films in the history of world cinema by Time magazine and broke the record for
the best selling Asian film. In 1996 Makhmalbaf started the Makhmalbaf Film House, a school
for young filmmakers. His daughters Samira and Hana are filmmakers and his son Maysam is
a producer and actor. His wife Marziyeh Meshkiny's first film was The Day I Became a
Woman (2000).




8.00pm

WINTER SONG (CHANT D’HIVER) /Otar losseliani/ 2015 with Jacques Rufus,
Enrico Ghezzi, Amiran Amiranashvili and Pierre Etaix/Georgia France
UK PREMIERE Facebook

One of 2015s most eagerly anticipated films will be unveiled in competition at the Locarno
Film festival. In Winter Song, the great Georgian filmmaker Otar losseliani's first film since
Chantrapas (2010), some resemblances are disturbing. That between a guillotined viscount,
pipe in his mouth, during the Terror; an army chaplain with a tattooed chest like a gangster,
baptizing soldiers, looters and rapists, as if on an assembly line; a Parisian tramp flattened
by a steamroller, and the highly educated concierge, but also arms dealer, of a large
apartment block. A building where the lives of nearly all these characters intersect, except
for the homeless who are roughly dragged from one place to the next by the police. And yet
in the midst of all this chaos, there are spaces to dream, love stories, firm friendships that
perhaps allow hope that tomorrow will be better than today.




WEDNESDAY 7™ OF OCTOBER DASH CAFE @ RICH MIX

7.30pm
GEORGIA ON FILM Facebook

Celebrated Georgian film directors Levan Koguashvili (Blind Dates) and Zaza Urushadze
(Tangerines) join Josephine Burton to discuss making films in Georgia.

FERRIS WHEEL Eshmakis borbali /Uta Beria/2014 with Luka Beria, Lalilo Tvaladze and Oto
Katamadze/45mins/GEORGIA/ UK PREMIERE

A young boy turns a camera on himself as he begins to search for his father who he had
previously thought dead.

Followed by some great live music



